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Columbia Orchestra to Partner with Columbia Jazz Band  
 

(Columbia, MD) The Columbia Orchestra is pleased to announce it has joined forces with the Columbia Jazz 

Band. The Jazz Band is now under the Columbia Orchestra’s umbrella as a partner organization. The two 

organizations have enjoyed past collaborations and look forward to future performance opportunities. The 

Columbia Jazz Band will continue to present its popular jazz series in tandem with the Columbia Orchestra’s 

classical and chamber series. For more information, please visit www.columbiaorchestra.org and 

www.thejazzband.com.  

 

Since 1989, the Columbia Jazz Band has presented modern American Jazz at renowned venues such as Blues 

Alley Jazz in Georgetown, the Mid-Atlantic Jazz Festival and the world-famous Montreux Jazz Festival in 

Montreux, Switzerland, as well as a variety of performances throughout the greater Baltimore-Washington 

area. Other noteworthy performances include venues in Croatia, Slovenia, Austria, the Netherlands, England, 

Scotland, Turkey, Italy, Spain and most recently France and Germany. Since 2000, the band has been directed by 

Pete BarenBregge, former music director of the USAF Airmen of Note.    

 

Columbia Orchestra Music Director Jason Love stated, “We are thrilled to partner with the Columbia Jazz Band 

and their world-class director Pete BarenBregge. This partnership means offering our combined audience a really 

diverse array of concerts, and it gives us the opportunity to expand the impact of both groups.”  Jazz Band 

Director Pete Barenbregge stated, “We are delighted with this opportunity to partner with the Columbia 

Orchestra. I know that Columbia, Howard County and beyond will enjoy the work of these two superb ensembles 

each delivering outstanding music from orchestral to big band jazz.”   
 

Pete BarenBregge, director of the Columbia Jazz Band since 2000, is an accomplished saxophonist, flutist and 

clarinetist. He previously enjoyed a brilliant career in the United States Air Force Band as featured soloist on lead 

tenor saxophone in the Airmen of Note. Rising through the ranks to Chief Master Sergeant, he was appointed 

musical director and NCOIC (Non-Commissioned Officer in Charge) of this elite group. Upon retirement from 

the USAF after 20 years, Pete accepted a position with Warner Bros. Publications as editor for jazz publications.  

BarenBregge is also recognized as a clinician, educator and adjudicator, and he currently is the Instrumental Jazz 

Editor for Belwin Jazz, a division of Alfred Music. His editorial responsibilities include jazz ensemble and combo 

arrangements, improvisation, transcription, etude and pedagogical materials along with the production of 

educational CDs. A voting member of the National Academy of Recording Arts and Sciences (NARAS), 

GRAMMYS, he was twice elected to the board of governors for the Washington, DC chapter. He has written 

articles for DownBeat Magazine and is a contributing author for a variety of educational publications. As a 

freelance musician, he works extensively in the DC and Baltimore areas performing on alto, tenor, soprano and 

baritone saxophones, flute, piccolo, alto flute and clarinet. He is the recipient of the 2015 Howard County Arts 

Council's "Howie Award" for Outstanding Artist. 
 

The Columbia Orchestra thanks Vantage House, the Maryland State Arts Council, the Howard County Arts Council, and the 

Community Foundation of Howard County for their support. 
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